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The Swiss NGO DRR Platform

• Network of 20 Swiss-based NGOs

• “Dedicated to increase the resilience of 
women and men, communities and 
governments through DRR and CCA”

• 3 pillars: Capacity building and exchange, 
technical advice and advocacy

• Partners: Swiss and international

• Funding: programme contribution from 
SDC

• Website: www.drrplatform.org
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Number of loss events are increasing
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Why is Number of loss events increasing ?
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Risk = Hazard x Vulnerability x Exposure   

/ coping capacity 

12



Risk Management – Avoid, and Deal with Risk
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Prevention

to avoid future risks, and 

prevent losses

Preparedness

to reduce impact 

of an event

Response

to save lifes and 

minimise losses

Recovery

to restore 

activities 

and 

services

Build Back Better

to learn and improve for 

future events
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Avoid new 
Risk

Examples:
• Land use management and 

spacial planning

• Territorial/land-use 
regulations

• Laws and regulations for 
(new) investments / 
activities
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Avoid new 
Risk

Prevent 
impact

Avoid hazards

Mitigate 
impact 
of hazardous 
events

Examples:
• Protective infrastructure (e.g. flood 

protection wall)

• Improved policies for minimal 
measures to protect buildings and 
settlement areas

• Natural Resource Management to 
support ecosystems’ risk reduction 
function



K
n

o
w

 y
o

u
r 

ri
sk

s

Avoid new 
Risk

Prevent 
impact

Avoid hazards

Mitigate 
impact 
of hazardous 
events

Prepare and 
Respond
to unavoidable 
events
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Examples:
• Early Warning Systems

• Response Capacity

• Contingency Planning

• Search and Rescue

• First Aid Trainings
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Avoid new 
Risk

Prevent 
impact

Avoid hazards

Mitigate 
impact 
of hazardous 
events

Prepare and 
Respond
to unavoidable 
events

Transfer and 
Share
financial 
consequences

Examples:

• (Micro)-Insurance

• Community seed/grain banks, stock 
piling

• Solidarity networks of community, 
family

• Emergency funds (monetary) or 
contributions (emergency kits, food, 
seeds etc.) to survive, restart 
business
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Avoid new 
Risk

Prevent 
impact

Avoid hazards

Mitigate 
impact 
of hazardous 
events

Prepare and 
Respond
to unavoidable 
events

Transfer and 
Share
financial 
consequences

Bear

non transferable 
residual risks 
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Enabling environment
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Disaster Risk: The potential loss of life, injury, or destroyed or damaged assets which could occur to a system, 

society or a community in a specific period of time, determined probabilistically as a function of hazard, exposure, 

vulnerability and capacity.

Hazard: A process, phenomenon or human activity that may cause loss of life, injury or other health impacts, 

property damage, social and economic disruption or environmental degradation.

Vulnerability: The conditions determined by physical, social, economic and environmental factors or processes 

which increase the susceptibility of an individual, a community, assets or systems to the impacts of hazards.

Coping capacity:  positive factors which increase the ability of people to cope with hazards 

Exposure: The situation of people, infrastructure, housing, production capacities and other tangible human assets 

located in hazard-prone areas.

Capacity: The combination of all the strengths, attributes and resources available within an organization, 

community or society to manage and reduce disaster risks and strengthen resilience.

Main Definitions
Sources: Disaster Risk Reduction Terminology (UNDRR)

http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/terminology/

some basic definitions



Disaster risk reduction is aimed at preventing new and reducing existing disaster risk and managing residual 

risk, all of which contribute to strengthening resilience and therefore to the achievement of sustainable 

development. (policy statement)

Disaster risk management is the application of disaster risk reduction policies and strategies to prevent new 

disaster risk, reduce existing disaster risk and manage residual risk, contributing to the strengthening of 

resilience and reduction of disaster losses.

Disaster management: The organization, planning and application of measures preparing for, responding to 

and recovering from disasters.

Sources: Disaster Risk Reduction Terminology (UNDRR)

http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/terminology/



Climate Change, DRR and Social Protection
Social protection / Inclusion describes the reduction of vulnerabilities and 

enhancement of social rights of all people, especially the most deprived. The 

overall objective is to extend the benefits of economic growth and reduce the 

economic and social vulnerability of poor, vulnerable and marginalised people

Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) describes the development and application of 

policies, strategies and practices that aim at the substantial reduction of 
disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and health and in the economic, 
physical, social, cultural and environmental assets of persons, businesses, 
communities and countries

Adaptation to Climate Change (CCA) is about anticipating and reducing the 

risk posed by climate change, and find solutions to adapt to the future climate 

and risk situation
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Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
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Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015


