Community based Climate Change
Observatory with Bio-indicators

During the past years, the recurrence of natural disasters
increased in the estuary of the Lempa River in El Salvador and
extreme weather conditions are currently replacing norma
weather patterns. The population has none or little access
to weather forecast information and is unable to take preven-
tive or mitigation measures. As a result, their vulnerability to

disaster and their socio-economic vulnerability have increased,

affecting their lives and their livelihood.

Nombre del observador:

Together with the inhabitants, the Swiss Red Cross has
developed a community based climate change observatory
with bio-indicators. The objective is to provide data that
allows the population to recognize how the nature (the bio-
indicators) predicts and adapts to changes in their environ-
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salt water forest and agricultural area

— 17 bio-indicators: 5 birds, 1 reptile,

6 timber species, 2 fruit species
— Analysis of the results, validation of the observations and 3 species from the salt water forest

and demonstration of the role of communities in the pro-
vision of micro level data based observation.

Next steps

— Observation criteria: bird song, nest

location, presence, flowering, fruition
— Linking communities to existing climate services to generate and others.

more accurate local weather forecast.

— 4 physical parameters: temperature,
— Demonstration that better quality of- and improved access humidity, wind, precipitation

to data impacts positively the livelihood of inhabitants.
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