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Documenting SLM knowledge at field level

Technologies and  Approaches Questionnaires

Documenting information from and with land users

Entering data in Questionnaire

Entering data in WOCAT database

Computer data entry form



Documenting SLM knowledge at field level

Automatically generated standardized output format
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SLM Technology

WOCAT Definition: 

« An SLM Technology is a physical practice on the land that controls land 

degradation, enhances productivity, and/ or other ecosystem services. A 

technology consists of one or several measures, such as agronomic, 

vegetative, structural, and management measures.»

HP. Liniger



WOCAT Definition: 

«An SLM Approach defines the ways and means used to implement one or 

several SLM Technology(ies), including technical and material support, 

involvement and roles of different stakeholders, etc. An approach can refer to a 

project/ programme or to activities initiated by land users themselves.»

SLM Approach

J. Thomas / FAO



QT & QA - Questionnaires

www.wocat.net/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/DESIRE/GuidelinesPart2Assessment.pdf



Who should fill the questionnaires?

A team of SLM specialists – including land users – with different 

backgrounds and experience, who are familiar with the details of the 

technology/ approach (technical, financial, socio-economic)

… making use of existing documents and seek advice from other SLM 

specialists and land users as much as possible.



 Get familiar with the Questionnaires (Qs); 

read introduction and notes on pages 3-4

 Use the definitions given in Qs even 

when they deviate from your own / 

national definitions 

 Answer all questions. If certain questions 

are not applicable or not relevant 

indicate n/a

 If hard or precise data is not available, 

provide a best estimate

General Principles



Black font

questions

Blue font

and in italics 

definitions,

explanations

or examples

General Principles

must be answered in consultation with land users. 
require measurements or observations in the field.



Open questions

General Principles: types of questions

Square boxes must be ticked 

If ‘several answers possible’ is not indicated, tick only one box



General Principles: …. help



• photos showing overview/ details/ 
action of the Technology/ Approach

• at least two digital files (JPG, PNG, 
GIF)

• maximum file size: 3 MB.
• high quality/ high resolution and 

not manipulated or distorted.
• explanation (description) required 

for each photo submitted!
• should match the description given 

in 2.2.

Good photos

General Principles: photos and illustrations



Comprehensive & detailed  

drawings (technology) 

General Principles: photos and illustrations

Scan drawing and upload. Supported file types: PDF, JPG, PNG, maximum file size: 3 MB.

Flow chart (approach) 



QT/A p.5

QT/A p.6



QT p.9 QA p.8



 sign up to the WOCAT Network

 register for WOCAT

www.wocat.net/en/sitefunctions/create-a-new-account.html

www.wocat.net/en/methods/start-with-wocat/getting-started-with-wocat.html

www.wocat.net/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/Methods/WOCAT_registration_process_en.pdf



How to register for WOCAT?

1. go to www.wocat.net

2. click on Test version of new WOCAT-UNCCD database (right)

3. click on “login”

4.  fill in the form 

https://qcat.wocat.net/


www.wocat.net/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/Methods/HowtoAccess_WOCAT_Database_en.pdf

www.wocat.net/fileadmin/user_upload/documents/Mixed/HowtoNavigate_WOCAT_Database.pdf

How to access and navigate the database?

 Responsive design!

 Currently being tested by UNCCD Focal points and you!!!



 different languages (English, French, Spanish) 

WOCAT Approach database



Quality Assurance 
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(Self-) Evaluation

Quality assurance

External Review



Use questionnaire and entering of data into database as a (self-) evaluation 

tool

 quality of results entirely depends on the quality of contributors (your) and 

land users’ answers

 often fragmented knowledge

 identify gaps and contradictions

 question and evaluate current perceptions and field experiences

 reflect own experiences

 show potential for improvements 

(Self-) Evaluation



Examples: 

All aspects involved in SLM need to be questioned critically. 

How and why does a Technology or Approach (not) work? Under which conditions?

Respondent: “Maintenance costs of the technology 

amount to 1221 US$/ha/yr.”

WOCAT: “Looks high, please list the activities and 

materials involved.”

Respondent: “Sorry, I meant 122 US$/ha/yr. ….”



Role of Research:

Addressing knowledge gaps, 

contradictions, misconcepts, ...



Identify a multidisciplinary review team (national, regional, external) to: 

 make an assessment of data

 completeness,

 comprehensiveness, 

 readability and

 quality

 counter-check the data

 cyclical process

External review



Most difficult questions

 summary description: sufficient level of detail

 incentives

 economics: costs / benefits 

 impact (ecological, social)

 technical drawing / photograph / GoogleEarth file





For further information visit:

www.wocat.net

or contact the WOCAT Secretariat:

wocat@cde.unibe.ch

« learn from those who have done it »




