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Overview

Enabling Environment for Civil Society

Reality Check: Shrinking Space

Possible ways to respond
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Busan Partnership 2011

«CSO play a vital role in enabling

people to claim their rights, in pro-

moting rights-based approaches, in 

shaping development policies

and partnerships, and in overseeing

their implementation.» 



The International CSO Framework (2010)

Istanbul Principles

Five Minimum Standards for an 

Enabling Environment for CSO
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The International CSO Framework (2010)

Minimum Standards for an Enabling Environment for

Civil Society Organisations

1. Fulfilment of human rights

2. CSO as development actors in their own right

3. Democratic political and policy dialogue

4. Accountability and transparency for development

5. Enabling financing



Reality Check: Shrinking Space

(monitor.civicus.org 2018)



Reality Check: Shrinking Space

• Harassment, arrest, threats to activists

• Disrupted protests

• Shutting or slowing down of organisations

• Complex registration requirements

• ‘Gagging’ clauses

• Demonisation of (progressive) civil society

• Rise of populism & ‘uncivil society’

• Restrictions on foreign funding 

• Anti money-laundering measures



Advocacy-Related Risks: Laos



Possible Ways to Respond: Risks

Know the Risks

Constantly reassess the 

political situation, the 

legal and institutional 

framework to identify 

advocacy-related risks, 

ideally together with 

your stakeholders, 

partners and allies.



Possible Ways to Respond: Alliances

Build alliances

Never go on your own but 

use platforms, partnerships, 

alliances to

• spread the risks

• build on respective 

strengths

• protect each other

• build momentum



Possible Ways to Respond: Tone of Voice

Tone of voice

Adjust your approach and 

tone of voice according to 

your target group. Use the 

‘insider route’ whenever 

possible, open doors with 

‘technical advocacy’. Build 

public pressure only when 

necessary and safe.



Possible Ways to Respond: Transparency

Be accountable

and transparent

Whenever possible, 

share information with 

others in a regular and 

transparent manner, 

actively communicate

with and listen to your

opposition
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