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The climate and disaster 
policy landscape



A busy policy year ahead

• UNFCCC COP (December 2018)

• Global Platform DRR (May 2019)

• HLPF (July 2019)

• UN Climate Summit (September 2019)

+ Global Commission on Adaptation

• UNFCCC COP (November 2019)

• Red Cross International Conference (December 2019)

… but how do they connect?
….and how do we connect?



Hurricane Harvey (2017) 
(US$ 125 billion)

3 times more likely due to climate change

Flooding in Houston, Texas



Heat in Western Europe 
(2017) 

2 to 10 times more likely due to climate change

Forest fires related to heat in Portugal



Typhoon Haiyan 
(Philippines, 2013)

6000 casualties, 93% by storm surge 
– what to prepare for?

Bosbranden door hitte in Portugal







Disaster risk management and climate change adaptation can influence the
degree to which extreme events translate into impacts and disasters
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Increasing vulnerability, exposure, or severity and
frequency of climate events increases disaster risk







Conclusion: Little time, and many left behind

RAISE AMBITION NOW!

• Balance adaptation and mitigation

• Balance near-term and longer-term risk management

• Critical to focus specifically on the most vulnerable groups

(including in conflict settings)





Geo-engineering?

“fix the climate”









Critical success factors: 
ownership and 
communication



from local villages … … to the White House

Serious Games about rising risks

… and with Lead Authors of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
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