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Communication of climate risk through games



Communities across the globe



The White House, Washington, DC



With IPCC Lead Authors



 





Options – and consequences

(Suarez & Tall 2010)

Does the extreme event materialize?

Disaster No Disaster

Action

“Worthy Action”

(Decide to act, then event 

materializes and losses are avoided)

“Act in Vain”

(Decide to act, then event doesn’t 

happen – perceived as wasteful)

Inaction

“Fail to Act”

(Decide not to act, then event occurs 

leading to avoidable losses)

“Worthy Inaction”

(Decide not to act, 

then event doesn’t happen)



	



Red Cross Red Crescent:
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Heat waves

DEATH TOLL 2003

France 14,802

England & Wales 2,045

Portugal 1,316

The Netherlands 1,400

Italy 4,175

Spain 4,230

Germany 7,000

Belgium 150

Total death toll: >35,000

Netherlands 2006:

in global top-5 of deadliest 

disasters of that year 

(1000 casualties)



Early Warning, Early Action

Routinely taking 

humanitarian action 

before a disaster or 

health emergency 

happens, making full use 

of scientific information 

on all timescales



Sri Lankan example: rainfall change

Long term averageNew record highs



Early warning, early action
Bridging time scales

Climate change
Rising risks, trends, 
more surprises

Seasonal forecasts
Level of risk in coming months

“Regular” forecasts
Impending hazard



Seasonal rainfall forecast 
issued October 2010 for upcoming November-January



Areas that experienced flooding or drought that November-January





”Traditional”

”Forecast-based Financing”



Check SOPs, 

release fund

Extreme event?

Forecast issued

Stakeholders

carry out actions



“Reality of Resilience”

• Monitor extremes: floods, droughts, tropical cyclones. 

• “Real-time” satellite information 



“Reality of Resilience”



Policy Investments Practice

Dialogues on 

increased EW-EA 

thinking in water 

management and 

infrastructure

Integrating Early 

warning Systems for 

downstream of dams in 

hydropower design & 

management 

Lobby for National 

laws for issuing flood 

warnings

Lobby for guidelines for 

international finance 

support to water 

management projects 

to include EWS for 

downstream effects of 

dams

EW-EA across river 

basins

Improved water management & EW-EA



IFRC E-learning course



www.climatecentre.org/training



Interactive training resources on 

climate risk management 

for Red Cross and Red Crescent staff



Many tools

”...we respond 

to warnings, not 

disasters”





sample

More resources

www.climatecentre.org

Knud Falk

falk@climatecentre.org


