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DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND WATER
Integrated floods management: Acting locally, linking beyond!

PARTICIPANTS

Thomas KNOBEL, Junior Program Officer, Swiss Red Cross, Switzerland

Having studied Geography, Environmental Studies and Spatial Planning,
Thomas Knobel has recently joined the Disaster Management Division at
Swiss Red Cross. He supports the team in coordinating emergency relief
operations. He will also participate in the DRR working group of the Swiss
Red Cross.

E-mail: Thomas.Knobel@redcross.ch

Dr. Darcy MOLNAR, Research Associate ETH Zurich, Switzerland

Darcy Molnar is affiliated with the NADEL Center for Development and
Cooperation and the Institute of Environmental Engineering (IfU). Her
responsibilities at NADEL include strategic planning for continuing education
programs and the coordination of policy outreach activities. At IfU she is
responsible for a MAS in Sustainable Water Resources. Darcy’s interests in
DRR relate to modeling of floods, and how to better link science, policy, and
social contexts for effective development and cooperation activities.

E-mail: darcy.molnar@nadel.ethz.ch

Ernst SCHALTEGGER, INNOVABRIDGE Foundation, Switzerland

Ernst is an agriculturalist with over 30 years of exposure to issues of
agricultural development, energy and natural resources management. Novel
technologies, particularly their development and dissemination, are his
major thrust areas. He is currently working toward the wider application of
sound soil and water management, with the help of biochar, for the
enhancement of food security of smallholder farm families in developing
countries. He is also an expert in grain post-harvest management at
household and community level. Ernst has extensive experience in setting up
monitoring and evaluation methodologies for programmes and entire
sectors.

E-mail: schalteqgger@innovabridge.org
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Cristiano F. MANDRA, Programme Officer Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR),
Multilateral Affairs Division, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA,
SDC, Corporate Domain Humanitarian Aid & SHA

Chris Mandra’s professional background started in the private sector with 6
years universal banking experience in Zurich, Switzerland followed by
Masters studies in International Relations after which he shifted to work in
the humanitarian aid field. With over 20 years of experience working in the
Balkans, CIS countries, South Asian region as well as in Africa and Europe in
the field, regional and headquarter functions with various organizations
such the Red Cross, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, FAO,
WFP, ECHO and Intersos NGO, his main area of expertise is in disaster
response management and disaster risk reduction. Chris has worked in
diverse contexts ranging from crisis in conflict areas, natural disaster
response and prevention as well as in complex emergencies.

E-mail: cristiano-francesco.mandra@eda.admin.ch

Edwin WENNINK, Program Coordinator, Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation,
Afghanistan

Studied tropical agriculture and animal Husbandry and Agricultural
Economics. | have been working over 25 years in the tropics, mainly in semi-
arid regions (Andes, West Africa, Zambia and Afghanistan). Main topics:
Irrigation, rural development, Livelihood, Farming Systems Research.

E-mail: Edwin.wennink@helvetas.org

Nicole CLOT, Climate Change Adaptation Advisor, Helvetas Swiss
Intercooperation, Switzerland.

Nicole Clot has a background in geography (MSc University of Basel) and has
pursued further studies in development and cooperation (MAS NADEL ETH
Zurich) and climate change (MAS University of Copenhagen). Mrs Clot has
worked as advisor with HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation (previously
Intercooperation) since 2007 with a focus on disaster risk reduction (DRR),
vulnerability and climate change. Since 2015 she focus her work on Climate
Change Adaptation and works regularly on gender questions typically linked
to climate change adaptation.

E-mail: Nicole.Clot@helvetas.org

Fuad IMAMOVIC, Project officer Rehabilitation,Caritas Svitzerland, BiH

Fuad Imamovic is an architect, and has been working in CaCH for 15 years. For
largest period of that time he was working on reconstruction of destroyed or
damaged apartment buildings. Beside reconstruction, he has passion for
Energy efficiency and has been working in that field for 3 years in B&H.
Currently he is working on rehabilitation and reconstruction of housing units,
after May 2014 floods in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

E-mail: fimamovic@caritas.ch
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Veronika ROTHLISBERGER, Research Assistant and PhD-Student at
University of Bern, Member of Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit SHA,
Switzerland

1999: Degree in Forestry at ETH Ziirich; 1999-2012: Various positions as
Environmental Project Engineer / Manager mainly dealing with technical
risks, noise protection, contaminated sites and natural hazards; 2013/2014:
DRR advisor for East and Central Africa at UN WFP Nairobi; 2014-today:
Research assistant and PhD Student (topic: impacts of floods on society) at
Institute of Geography and Oeschger Centre for Climate Change Research /
MobiliarLab for Climate Risk and Natural Hazards at University of Bern.

Email: veronika.roethlisberger@giub.unibe.ch

Shahid KAMAL, National Coordinator Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH) and Disater Risk Reduction (DRR), Terre des hommes Foundation,
Bangladesh Delegation Office, Dhaka.

Mr. Kamal has 14+ years of professional experiences in the development field;
specifically, in WASH, DRR and Emergency Response. Being an Engineer (Civil),
he has long-term experiences and technical skills on water supply, sanitation
and disaster resilient infrastructure designing & implementation as well as
skills on operating different engineering and geographical information system
software. Currently, he is handling Tdh’s WASH and DRR components in
Bangladesh from design to implementation stages.

E-mail: ska@bd.tdh.net

Kaspar SCHMIDT, Team Leader Environment and Climate Change, HELVETAS
Swiss Intercooperation, Switzerland

Kaspar Schmidt has a background in forest sciences and development studies.
He has lived and worked in Kyrgyzstan and four years in Bhutan supporting
the development of community forestry. As a forest scientists and having
worked abroad mostly in mountainous countries, Kaspar has again and again
been confronted with the effects of floods and other natural hazards.

E-mail: kaspar.schmidt@helvetas.org

Hossein Sarem KALALI, Architect/ Planner specialized in Disaster Risk Reduction,

He is based in Geneva and has more than 30 years of professional experiences worldwide in private
practice, UN system and academic institutions in the area of Disaster Risk Reduction, planning, urban
development, Architecture and construction. Hossein is specialized in post disaster and post conflict
recovery and rehabilitation programmes, vulnerability reduction and mitigation programmes in built
environment. He is a co-founder of “ Action — Resilience - Urban”’(ARU), a recently created Geneva -
based association, providing services to the international agencies for building resilience in the Built
Environment in the context of Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change building including
capacities programmes of local actors .

E-mail: hsaremkalali@yahoo.com
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Annita ANNIES, IUCN, Switzerland

Tarik HASSAN, Hydrologist & member of the SHA Environment and DRR Expert Group

Nicole STOLZ, Senior DRR Advisor Caritas Switzerland

DRR became one of my passions in 2000 starting with larger scale DRR
mitigation and flood prevention structures in Tajikistan and the development
of arisk assessment tool. Later | became a DRR advisor and knowledge sharer
in the field of DRR and Climate Adaptation.

Currently 1 am working as Senior Advisor DRR in Caritas Switzerland, | am a
member of the Core Group of the CH NGO DRR Platform and European
Member of the Global Board of GNDR.

E-mail: nstolz@caritas.ch

Olaf SCHONSEE, WASH Manager, World Vision Switzerland since May 2015

He obtained his diploma in civil engineering from the University of Applied
Sciences in Bremen, Germany. Born from his passion for traveling, he
participated in the post- graduate progamme ‘water resources management
in tropical and subtropical regions’ at the University of Liineburg, Germany.
As a civil engineer, Olaf embraces all disciplines of engineering — he built wind
turbines, tunnels, roads and bridges — but water has ever been his passion.
His career working in development and WASH context started in early 2007,
after the Tsunami that struck Indonesia (amongst other countries). After
working almost 7 years in the field (most of that time in Asia), Olaf and his
family decided it was time for a change of scenery and weather and moved
back to Europe end of 2012.

E-mail: o.schoensee@worldvision.ch

Khalid GREIN, Desk Officer Humanitarian Aid , HEKS/EPER Switzerland

Responsible for HEKS projects in Pakistan, Lebanon (Syria Crisis) and Irak. Also
function as rapid response officer. Extensive humanitarian field experience in
many countries with different international organisations and have worked in
almost all sectors.

Email: Khalid.Grein@heks.ch

Heinz-Werner KREUTZER, HEKS Delegate to Pakistan

| work for HEKS since 2012, first as technical Advisor, since 2014 as Delegate, in
2 WASH Projects related to the 2010/2011 floods. By profession | am Geologist
and Hydrogeologist with a Dipl-Geol and a Dr. rer.nat. Besides HEKS | am
consulting GAF AG, Munich as Hydrogeologist in the GIS based project Darfur
Multi Layer Database since 2010.
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E-mail: kreutzer@heks-eper.org

Giacomo TERUGGI, Scientific Officer, Hydrological Forecasting and Water
Resources Division, World Meteorological Organization

With a background in environmental engineering and holding a MSc in hydraulics
and hydrology, Giacomo has been working since 2004 for the World
Meteorological Organization with progressively responsible roles in the
Hydrology and Water Resources branch. He is currently coordinating the
activities of the Associated Programme on Flood Management.

E-mail: gteruggi@wmo.int

POSTER PRESENTORS

Andrea CIPPA, SDC WASH officer and Site planner, frequently seconded to
UNHCR

CIPPA Andrea is WASH officer with GIS knowledge. Within SDC direct
implementation projects, he is mainly engaged as a WASH project manager,
while for UNHCR is acting as site planner and WASH coordinator. Andrea
worked during the last years mainly in East Africa for UNHCR (WASH and Site
planner). Currently, he is engaged for SDC in Ukraine as a WASH project
manager.

E-mail: rimo@gmx.ch

Bilal QURESHI, Humanitarian Aid, SDC, Pakistan

Bilal Qureshi is Assistant Programme Officer looking after the Humanitarian
activities in general; and DRR and WASH activities in particular to respond to
the devastating floods of 2010 in Pakistan. Having Master’s degree in finance
and project management, he has worked with the American and British
Government in Pakistan and well versed with the donor community and
humanitarian work.

E-mail: bilal. masood@eda.admin.ch

Eva SYFRIG, Programme Coordinator, Swiss Red Cross, Switzerland, Desk
Bangladesh

As a Geographer | like looking at the broader picture, in relation to DRR and
water this means: what is happening in the whole watershed not only in terms
of disasters and floods, but also in relation to people’s livelihoods, economy
and ecology, across boundaries. After my time as a delegate in Indonesia | took
over the South Sudan desk at Caritas Switzerland before | started my current
position at the Swiss Red Cross with projects in the field of Health, WASH, DRR
and IWRM.

E-mail: eva.syfrig@redcross.ch



mailto:kreutzer@heks-eper.org
mailto:gteruggi@wmo.int
mailto:rimo@gmx.ch
mailto:bilal.masood@eda.admin.ch
mailto:eva.syfrig@redcross.ch

HELVETAS SWISS NGO

/ Swiss Intercooperation w PLATFORM

Jana JUNGHARDT, DRR-Advisor, Caritas Switzerland, Switzerland

Jana Junghardt is a DRR-practitioner with particular interest in integrating DRR
and climate change adaptation for a resilience-oriented approach. Her
regional expertise lies in South- and Southeast Asia where she has worked in
India, Myanmar and Indonesia. She holds a Master in Geography and before
joining Caritas Switzerland in 2013, worked for the German International
Cooperation (GlZ).

E-mail: jjunghardt@caritas.ch

Knud FALK, PhD. Senior Technical Advisor at Red Cross Red Crescent Climate
Centre

Knud is a specialist in community-based disaster risk reduction, climate
change adaptation and in capacity building in these fields. Via the Climate
Centre Knud is in supporting the Red Cross Red Crescent Movement on
climate-related programme development and resource mobilization. He has
co-developed the Climate Training Kit, and assists in the development of
training courses for the Red Cross Red Crescent National Societies and their
civil society and government partners.

E-mail: falk@climatecentre.org

Isabel SOMMER, Program Manager, Plan International Switzerland

After finishing my Master’s in Peace and Conflict Studies, | have been working
as Advisor for Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung
(GIZ) in the Agricultural Sector. My expertise lies in Gender, Rural
Development and Food Security. At Plan International | am responsible for the
management of various projects including a Child Centred Climate Change
Adaptation (4CA) project in Bangladesh.

E-mail: Isabel.Sommer@plan.ch

Daya MOSER, Swiss Water & Sanitation Coordinator, HELVETAS Swiss
Intercooperation, Switzerland

Daya Moser is an expert in water resources management with focus on WASH
and water quality. After several years working in an international consultancy
company in the sector, she’s now coordinating the Swiss Water & Sanitation
Consortium. The consortium joins the forces of eight Swiss NGOs by sharing
knowledge and expertise and strengthening the advocacy and policy
dialogue. By implementing 20 projects in three regions it increases access to
safe drinking water, adequate sanitation, improved hygiene and water for
family farming. More information: www.waterconsortium.ch

E-mail : daya.moser@waterconsortium.ch
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Ana Maria BEHN-ESCHENBURG, Senior Advisor at Innovabridge
Foundation

Ana Maria has provided professional services for more than 16 years to
development organisations such as Caritas, SRC, HEKS, HELVETAS for
replacements of programme managers and evaluations in Latin America.
These assignments have provided her with hands-on experience in
operational aspects of project cycle management, in monitoring and
evaluation methodologies and insights in relevant thematic areas as rural
development, food security, conflict transformation, disaster risk
reduction, gender and human rights.

E-mail: behn@innovabridge.org

Ali NEUMANN, DRR Advisor, SDC / Division Europe, Asia and Americas,
Switzerland,

Ali Neumann is a DRR expert who grew up as a hydraulic engineer and
hydrologist. He joined the field of DRR through the water related hazards
(floods, debris flows). He led the Swiss DRR programme in Central
America from 2001 to 2006 and has been Head of department at a Swiss
engineering company before joining SDC again in 2014.

E-mail: ali.neumann@eda.admin.ch

Lukas HUNZINGER, Consultant on fluvial hydraulics and flood
protection, Flussbau AG, Switzerland

As a specialist in flood protection | supported SDC’s DRR programmes in
several countries, namely in Central America, in Eastern Europe and the
South Caucasus. Currently, my work is more focussed on flood
protection, hazard analysis and river restoration in Switzerland.

E-mail: lukas.hunzinger@flussbau.ch

Agnés MONTANGERO, Team Leader Water & Infrastructure and WASH
Advisor, Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation, Switzerland.

Her professional background is in environmental engineering with more
than 15 years of experience in program management as well as design,
planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of programs and
projects in the field of water and environmental sanitation. She has been
engaged in development interventions as program/project manager,
consultant and infrastructure specialist in water supply, solid waste
management and environmental sanitation in various countries including
Ghana, Mali, Burkina Faso, Cote d’lvoire, Vietnam, Thailand, India,
Argentina, Kosovo, Bosnia & Herzegovina and Moldova. She works with
Helvetas since 2010.

E-mail: Agnés.montangero@helvetas.org
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Eveline STUDER, Advisor Disaster Risk Management (DRM), Helvetas,
Switzerland

M.Sc. environmental engineer, EPFL. Private sector experience in
Switzerland on hazard mapping, risk assessment and engineering
measures related to floods and mudflows. 4 years working for SDC and
Helvetas in Bangladesh, Georgia/Armenia and Bolivia on DRR projects and
programs. Since 2014 working as DRM Advisor with Helvetas Switzerland.
Member of the Core Group of the Swiss NGO DRR Platform.

E-mail: Eveline.Studer@helvetas.org

Patricia GORIN, Advisor in Environment, Climate and Disaster Risk
Management, Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation, Switzerland.

M.Sc. in Geography and Environment from the University of Geneva and
the University of Concordia, Canada. She also holds a BSc in English and a
certificate in Geographic Information System (GIS). United Nations
experience with UNEP, WMO and FAO where she worked as a Programme
Officer and Climate Change and Environment Officer on climate change
adaptation and mitigation projects/programmes in the sector of
Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use (AFOLU) as well as on Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR). Patricia has joined the Environment and Climate Change
team in Bern since 2012.

E-mail: Patricia.Gorin@helvetas.org
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PRESENTORS

Paolo AMBROSETTI, Senior advisor in Meteorology, Climate Change and
DRR.

Long standing experience as advisor, consultant, coach, trainer with
WMO, Meteo-Swiss in Switzerland and abroad in modelling, forecasts
and management.

E-mail: Paolo.Ambrosetti@meteoswiss.ch

Christoph HAEMMIG, project manager, GEOTEST, Switzerland

Christoph Haemming is a geologist and currently works as a project
manager at the engineering geology department of GEOTEST,
Switzerland. Christoph’s primary work projects are linked to natural
hazard assessments (i.e. rockfall, landslides, and glacial lakes), planning of
mitigation measures and risk management. Since several years, Christoph
has been working on a GLOF monitoring and early warning project in
western China.

E-mail: Christoph.Haemmig@geotest.ch

Niraj ACHARYA, Water and Infrastructure Coordinator, Helvetas Swiss
Intercooperation, Nepal

Niraj is a WASH and rural infrastructure professional in HELVETAS, Nepal.
A Civil Engineer with specializations in Geotechnical Engineering and
Technical Education, he has been engaged in WASH and Rural
Infrastructure sector for more than six years and in TVET sectors for
twelve years. At present, his engagement in both the sectors is at
knowledge management, programme development and innovation level.

E-mail: niraj.acharya@helvetas.org.np
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PANELLISTS (and presentors)

Johannes Cullmann, Director of the Climate and Water Department,
World Meteorological Organisation.

Before joining WMO, Johannes was coordinating water activities for the
German Government. He combines a strong academic background with
experience in the field of implementing technical and operational water
i management and forecasting systems. Johannes holds a PhD in flood
€ > Q o B | forecasting as well as a habilitation in hydrology.

BMM Mozharul Huq, Secretary General, Bangladesh Red Crescent Society.

The panellist has a long standing experience of community based projects on
early warning and preparedness. As SG he is actively engaged from the local to
international level, fostering people centred and action oriented approaches
through collaboration and policy dialogue with governmental actors, civil
society organisations and other groups of interest.

E-mail: secretarygeneral@bdrcs.org

Markus Zimmermann, owner of NDR (Natural Disaster Reduction) Consulting
GmBH.

Markus has over 30 years of experience in the field of DRR, he is member of the
Swiss National Platform for Natural Hazards (PLANAT), SHA/SDC (Swiss
Humanitarian Aid Unit specialist group DRR & environment) and teaches
regularly at university.

E-mail: markus.zimmermann@ndr.ch

Andreas GoOtz, President of Swiss National Platform for Natural Hazards
(PLANAT).

The former Vice-Director of Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN) has over
40 years of experience related to water management, disaster prevention and
geology working and heading different departments within the Swiss
government.

E-mail: andreas.qoetz@planat.ch
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Sergio PEREZ LEON, Programme Manager Water & Climate Change, Latin
America and Caribbean Division (LAC), SDC.

Sergio supports the work of SDC’s Regional Cooperation in LAC in issues
related to water supply and sanitation, integrated water resource
management, and adaptation to climate change. He acts as a regional focal
point for SDC’s thematic networks (RésEAU, CC&E Network). Before, he
worked for SDC in Colombia on a public-private development project on water
footprint. He is a civil engineer and father of two children.

E-mail: sergio.perez@eda.admin.ch

Nadia Benani, Policy Advisor DRR and DRR network focal point at SDC.

She earlier worked at community level on linkages between DRR, Climate change
and the management of natural resources in the context of poverty reduction in
Tajikistan and Middle East.

E-mail: nadia.benani@eda.admin.ch

Moderation: Rupa Mukerji, Co-Head Advisory Services and member of the
Management Board of Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation.

Senior Advisor Climate Change Adaptation, long standing experience on disaster
impact assessment and risk management.

E-mail: Rupa.Mukerji@helvetas.org
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