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Face-to-face (F2F) event of the Swiss NGO DRR Platform 

PUBLIC EVENT (11th Nov. 2015) 
Disasters and Water - Integrated Floods Management 

 
Myanmar 2015, Tajikistan 2015, Bosnia 2014; flood events continue to hit the media headlines. Floods 
affect more people than any other hazard, with an upwards trend in terms of frequency and severity. 

Water-related disasters - floods, droughts, storm surges and 
tsunamis - account for 90% of all disasters.  
“Integrated floods management: acting locally, linking 
beyond” is the topic of the annual F2F event of the Swiss NGO 
DRR Platform. The practitioners’ workshop is followed by a 
public event with a panel discussion on the topic of disasters & 
water, open to all interested institutions and individuals.  
 
Water related hazards - especially floods - are manageable. Early 
warning systems and integrated water resource management 
are promising entry points. Impacts can be significantly reduced 
by making use of the expertise of different sectors of science and 
private sector, by mobilising synergies amongst practitioners 
and by enhancing coordination among different institutions.  
 

The public event with representatives of key institutions of 

government, science, private sector, international community 

and civil society will address the nexus of disasters and water:   

What are relevant linkages between the sector of water and DRR? 

What are the challenges and ways forward for a sustainable 

development? How shall this be translated into practice?  

 

Programme and panellists 

Time Wednesday 11th November 

14.30-
15.00 

Opening (Helvetas) 
Reporting back - Key messages of the previous practitioners’ workshop 

15.00 – 
15.30 

Keynote presentation by Johannes Cullmann / WMO:  
Challenges and ways forward related to the nexus of disasters and water, its implication for 
practitioners.  

15.30-
16.45 

Panel discussion (incl. interaction with public):  
- Johannes Cullmann /WMO 
- Andreas Götz /PLANAT 
- Nadia Benani/SDC Humanitarian Aid 
- Sergio Perez /SDC Regional Cooperation  
- BMM G Mozharul Huq /Bangladesh Red Crescent Society.  
- Markus Zimmermann/NDR consulting GmBH 
- Moderation: Rupa Mukerji, Helvetas  

17.00 Closure, followed by an apéro 

Right after the F2F on 18th 

November the UN organize a 

special thematic session on 

water and disasters led by the 

UN special envoy on ‘DRR and 

water’ and ‘HELP’ (high-level 

experts and leaders panel on 

water and disasters). 
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Panellists 

Johannes Cullmann, Director of the Climate and Water Department, World Meteorological 

Organisation. Before joining WMO, Johannes was coordinating water activities for the German 

Government. He combines a strong academic background with experience in the field of implementing 

technical and operational water management and forecasting systems. Johannes holds a PhD in flood 

forecasting as well as a Habilitation in hydrology. 

BMM G Mozharul Huq, Secretary General, Bangladesh Red Crescent Society. The panellist has a long 

standing experience of community based projects on early warning and preparedness. As SG he is actively 

engaged from the local to international level, fostering people centred and action oriented approaches 

through collaboration and policy dialogue with governmental actors, civil society organisations and other 

groups of interest.  

Markus Zimmermann, owner of NDR (Natural Disaster Reduction) Consulting GmBH. Markus has over 30 

years of experience in the field of DRR, he is member of the Swiss National Platform for Natural Hazards 

(PLANAT), SHA/SDC (Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit specialist group DRR & environment) and teaches 

regularly at university.  

Andreas Götz, President of Swiss National Platform for Natural Hazards (PLANAT). The former Vice-Director 
of Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN) has over 40 years of experience related to water 
management, disaster prevention and geology working and heading different departments within the Swiss 
government.  
 
Sergio Pérez León, Programme Manager Water & Climate Change, Latin America and Caribbean Division 

(LAC), SDC. Sergio supports the work of SDC’s Regional Cooperation in LAC in issues related to water supply 

and sanitation, integrated water resource management, and adaptation to climate change. He acts as a 

regional focal point for SDC’s thematic networks (RésEAU, CC&E Network). Before he worked for SDC in 

Colombia on a public-private development project on water footprint. 

Nadia Benani, Policy Advisor DRR and DRR network focal point at SDC. She earlier worked at community 

level on linkages between DRR, Climate change and the management of natural resources in the context of 

poverty reduction in Tajikistan and Middle East.    

Moderation: Rupa Mukerji, Co-Head Advisory Services and member of the Management Board of Helvetas 

Swiss Intercooperation. Senior Advisor Climate Change Adaptation, long standing experience on disaster 

impact assessment and risk management.  

Logistics and organisational matters   

Registration  Public event: 11th Nov. afternoon registration appreciated, though not mandatory.  
http://www.drrplatform.org/index.php/11-events/28-f2f-registration  

  Note: registration for the practitioners’ workshop (10th to 11th Nov. 13h) is closed. 

Venue  Hotel Freienhof, Freienhofgasse 3, Thun www.freienhof.ch (10 min walk from Thun station) 

Contact  For specific questions please consult above website or contact Claudia.Greco@helvetas.org 

Organisation The F2F event of 2015 is organized by HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation.  

The Swiss NGO DRR Platform is a network of over 14 Swiss-based NGOs working on the 

topic of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Adaptation to Climate change (ACC).  

The DRR Platform and its F2F event are co-funded by SDC.  

http://www.bafu.admin.ch/index.html?lang=en
http://www.drrplatform.org/index.php/11-events/28-f2f-registration
http://www.freienhof.ch/
mailto:Claudia.Greco@helvetas.org

